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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

 

    I hope your summer is off to a good start and that you are en-
joying all the season has to offer. 

    Our 2007 legislative session ended April 22 after 105 days of 
work. State lawmakers are now back in their districts spending time 
with their families, returning to their other jobs and meeting with 
constituents. I can tell you that it feels good to be back home. 

	 This year we passed laws that will assist farmers, help children 
in need, advance transportation projects around the state, and 
meet the local capital needs of many communities. I am also happy to 
report the Walla Walla Sweet Onion is now – finally – the state’s 
official vegetable. 

	 Unfortunately, the 2007 legislative session also saw the passing of 
a huge state operating budget and continued inaction in addressing our 
health care crisis. I’ll talk more about these issues in this newsletter.  

	 This was my 15th year being directly involved with our Legislature. It 
was also my first legislative session without the support of my husband 
who passed away in April 2006. I am so proud of my kids who give me 
great strength, and I thank and appreciate everyone who pro-
vided their support and input this year.     

	 I am truly honored to be your state representative.

Sincerely, 

Rep. Maureen Walsh  

State Representative Maureen Walsh

★
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Concerns with the state operating budget 
     The state operating budget funds K-12 public schools, human services, higher education, 
debt services, prisons, natural resources, and legislative, judicial and government operations. 
The 2007-09 operating budget spends $33.4 billion, with adjustments being made next 
year. 
    I voted “no” on this budget because it spends far too much and sets our state 
up for a serious shortfall in the future. It also offers no tax relief for homeowners or 
employees of small businesses despite the fact that state government had a $2 billion 
surplus entering the 2007 legislative session. Here are some more budget facts:    
		  •  Grows state spending by 33 percent – or $8.2 billion – since 2005
		  •  Spends $1.3 billion more than the state expects to take in through revenues
		  •  Includes $2.1 billion in new policy additions

Capital budget funds local projects    
	 The capital budget pays for construction and 
repair of public buildings and long-term capital 
investments around the state. The 2007-09 capital 
budget provides $85.5 million for several 
important projects in the 16th District (see 
below). I voted “yes” on this budget.  

	 •  Construction of a pedestrian bridge over 
State Route 395/Court Street in Pasco

	 •  A rail transload facility for Port of Benton 
	 •  Facility construction and repairs to Columbia 

Basin College and Walla Walla College

Transportation budget 
	 The transportation budget pays for projects 
around the state, including roads, bridges, railways, 
ferries, and transit systems. The 2007-09 transporta-
tion budget offers $145 million for 35 proj-
ects in the 16th District. 
	 I voted “yes” on this budget because 
it supports important local projects in the 
16th District. However, I remain concerned with con-
tinued cost overruns for projects and the failure to 
make a final decision on the Alaskan Way Viaduct in 
Seattle. I’d like to see these issues better addressed 
in 2008 and beyond.  

How 
your tax 
dollars 

were 
spent

Rep. Mike Armstrong joins 
Rep. Walsh in serving Walla 

Walla Sweet Onion sausages 
at the Capitol.
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Helping children in need   
	 I was honored to recently be included with 16 of my colleagues in the Legislature in receiving a 
“2007 Champion for Children Award” from the Children’s Alliance. This statewide advo-
cacy organization works to ensure that children have the things they need 
to thrive and focuses on health care, nutrition and foster care issues. 
	 While I am proud to receive this award, we must continue to 
look for ways to protect our state’s vulnerable children. 
For example, we continue to hear about unfortunate situations in which 
children must be removed from their homes and placed in foster care. It is 
important we ensure these transitions are documented and safe. 
	 I sponsored two bills that will provide new tools, account-
ability and collaboration concerning the state Department of Social 
and Health Services (DSHS). These bills were inspired by the stories of two 
children who were tragically murdered – Sirita Sotelo and Raphael 
Gomez. 

n Sirita’s Law 
	 Sirita’s Law, House Bill 1333, requires DSHS to conduct background checks and determine 
services needed for caregivers prior to placing children in their homes. It also requires annual train-
ing of law enforcement on child abuse and neglect, and encourages new collaboration with DSHS. 

n Raphael Gomez Act
	 The Raphael Gomez Act, House Bill 1334, requires DSHS to submit documentation to 
the courts whenever it makes a recommendation or assertion in a dependency or termination of 
parental rights case. 

 
	 Agriculture is a huge economic driver in our state and it’s important we do all we can 
to ensure the industry is healthy. The 2007 legislative session saw the passage of several 
bills that will benefit Washington’s farmers. I was proud to join my 16th District seatmates, 
Sen. Mike Hewitt and Rep. Bill Grant, in supporting the following agriculture bills:
	 •  House Bill 1902 exempts labor and service from the sales and use tax on repairs to farm 

machinery and equipment.   
	 •  House Bill 2352 exempts farmers and certain farming services from the business and 

occupation (B&O) tax. A farmer that rotates to another crop may not have the equipment 
needed to harvest or process the new crop, but hiring another farmer with the right equip-
ment to provide these services triggers the B&O tax. This bill relieves farmers from paying 
the B&O tax for those services. 

	 •  House Bill 1443 establishes a public utility tax deduction for the transportation of agricul-
tural commodities if they are ultimately shipped out of state. 

	 •  House Bill 1311 continues the Small Farm Direct Marketing Program, which helps small 
farms develop infrastructure, provides information for direct marketing opportunities to 
farmers, and helps farmers understand laws and regulations. 

Assisting local farmers



Resources on the 
Internet 

If you need information about state govern-
ment, you may find the following Internet 
sites to be great resources. Or, you can al-
ways call or e-mail my office.  

houserepublicans.wa.gov/walsh  –  
offers my biography and views on various 
issues. 
access.wa.gov – provides access to state 
agency services, including applying for unem-
ployment benefits, renewing car tabs, and much 
more.  
leg.wa.gov – offers committee meeting sched-
ules and nearly everything else you’d want to 
know about the Legislature. 
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	 Our state is mired in a health care crisis. Too many people either 
cannot access or afford health insurance. 

	 I joined Senate Democrats and House and Senate Republicans in sup-
porting bipartisan reforms that would have allowed small business-

es to play a substantial role in helping to insure their employees. 
Unfortunately, the majority in the House stripped these reforms out of Senate 

Bill 5930 after it passed the Senate unanimously. 
	 I will continue to support these reforms and others with the goal of mak-

ing health insurance more affordable for all Washingtonians:    

	 •  Allowing small businesses to offer health insurance to their employees that is flexible, 
low-cost and mandate-free

	 •  Changing community rating laws 
	 •  Allowing any small-group plan to qualify for the Small Employer Health Insurance Partner-

ship program

Health care solutions that must move forward  


